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Presentation Outline  
ÅINTRODUCTION  
ÅDrought as hazard, characteristics, definition 

Å The MANY FACES OF DROUGHT  
Å Breaking the HYDRO- ILLOGICAL CYCLE  
ÁCrisis management Ą Risk management 

Å Our CHANGING CLIMATE ñCHANGING 
VULNERABILITY  

Å Building SOCIETAL RESILIENCE -- What are 
the ôpillarsõ for change? 
Á Drought monitoring and prediction, early 

warning/information delivery systems 

Á Vulnerability/risk and impact assessment 

Á Mitigation AND response measures 

Å Moving towards a POLICY FRAMEWORK that enhances 
preparedness and risk reduction 



Two Phrases to Remember  

ÅIf you do what youõve always done, 
youõll get what youõve always got!  
ï"You cannot solve current problems with 

current thinking. Current problems are the 

result of current thinking." Albert Einstein 

ÅWho  and what  is at risk and why? 
ïIssues of vulnerability and risk reduction  

ïBuilding resilience, increasing coping 
capacity and institutional capacity  



Defining Drought  

Drought is a deficiency of precipitation (intensity) 

from expected or ñnormalò that extends over a season 

or longer period of time (duration) . . . . . 

Meteorological Drought  

and is insufficient to meet the demands of human 

activities and the environment (impacts). 
 Agricultural,  

Hydrological and  
Socio- economic 

Drought  

-Hundreds of definitionsðapplication and region specific 

Effective  drought management must 
be INTEGRATED across sectors and 

within and between levels of 
government as well as with NGOs.  

http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2012-07-05/drought-stalks-the-global-food-supply


Droughtς it sneaks up on you! 



Spatial Extent 

Droughts differ in terms of:  

As with other natural hazards,  
each drought event is unique in its physical 

characteristics and impacts.  
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