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Water is a crosscutting issue part of the current global 
change, including in drylands

(1) economic / financial : growth, poverty, finance, trade
(2) climate change: global warming will expand drylands, cause the 

ocean levels to rise and exacerbate extreme events
(3) energy: demand for energy sources is increasing in both, 

developed and developing countries,developed and developing countries,
(4) agricultural soils / food security: increasing demand for food, but 

not so agricultural lands and crop yields with current agricultural 
production models, 

(5) urban population growth: in developing countries resulting 
impacts: higher demand for goods and services from rural areas

(6) forced migrations: population growth, impacts of climate change 
and of unsustainable development.
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Where does adaptation is negotiated in climate change?

•In all negotiation bodies of the convention.

•Particular attention today: in the AWG-LCA under the
Bali Action Programmeas well as in the SBSTA andBali Action Programmeas well as in the SBSTA and
KP.
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To focus on the key long-term cooperation building blocks 
of the Bali Action Plan:

•mitigation 

•adaptation

Mandate of the AWG-LCA 

•finance

•Technology; and 

•capacity building. 
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Is it a smooth negotiation? Some conflicting proposals

(1) Adaptation is a priority. Critical for all developing countries.

(2) Funding for adaptation, be made available urgently on predictable, 
sustained and long-term, additional to ODA; i.e. to ensure fair 
outcome on adaptation financing.

(3) To establish either: an international programme on adaptation or a (3) To establish either: an international programme on adaptation or a 
permanent adaptation body under the Convention (architecture).

(4) What is needed in developing countries? Capacity development: 
• Assessment of  adaptation needs
• Guidance for formulation
• Development of technical criteria
• Facilitation of implementation; and 
• Creation of a mechanism to address risk to cc (extreme events 

/ losses and damages (insurance). 
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No agreement reached on these; some have linked 
adaptation funding on the AGF outcome

The AGF: UN Secretary-General’s High-level Advisory 
Group on Climate Change Funding 

Expected to produce a report in November 2010 on options for 
materializing / mobilizing the financing promised for CC 

during  Copenhagen
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Why land and water under CC adaptation?
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1. They are related: must be included into the negotiation 
document. Priority issue for developing countries.

2. Is there going to be a work programme on agriculture under the 
climate change new policy? 

Linkages between water and land / agriculture

climate change new policy? 

3. Impacts of agriculture on land and water management, food 
security, poverty reduction is evident.

4. Most of the negotiators of the developing countries prioritize 
this issue under adaptation vis-à-vis mitigation.
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1. Countries party to the Convention

2. Formal groups: traditional of the UN: G77/China, EU, the 
Umbrella group…) and sub-groups (Grulac, African group, 
Asian group, Central American group, etc.) 

3. At least seven other formal and informal groups:

Who is who in the negotiation? Different groups & 
different approaches / emphasis on adaptation

3. At least seven other formal and informal groups:
(a) SIDS: small-island developing states
(b) LDCs: least-developed countries,
(c) Oil-exporting nations
(d) Large industrialized countries (USA, Western Europe, Japan)
(e) Other non-European industrialized nations (China, India, 

Brazil, South Africa… 
(f) Countries under the "environmental integrity group", and
(g) The rest of the world
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Observer status:

They do not participate directly in the decision-making 

What is the role of the UN agencies
and the civil society organizations?

They do not participate directly in the decision-making 
process. Indirectly however, through advocated approaches on 
specific issues.
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Drylands: 
•41% of the total earth land mass
•by definition water scarce areas, more fragile to land 
degradation than other ecosystems
•Already under severe pressure, expected that climate change 
will exacerbate this pressure
•At risk of not achieving the Millennium Development Goals 

2 special cases:  land/drylands and support to 
LDCs 

•At risk of not achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). 

The LDCs:
•At present estimated 2 billion USD to implement the NAPAs
•Effective action on adaptation at national level according to  
different approaches and capacities of LDCs
•Institutional constraints require coordination of policy 
instruments, and not implemented separately.
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Thematic Priorities: food security, water safety, topsoil loss -
prevention, agricultural inputs, poverty eradication, deforestation, 
health issues, population growth, land productivity and on financial 
issues. 

Other priorities:

(1) NAPAs with the UNCCD NAPs on SLM and ISLWM

Main issues under the NAPAs: concerns over water 
scarcity and loss of fertile topsoil 

(1) NAPAs with the UNCCD NAPs on SLM and ISLWM

(2) Capacity creation for formulation and implementation of NAPAs 

(3) Increased awareness / commitment from GEF / implementing 
agencies to timely and coherently support NAPAs; and 

(4) Information generation for policy makers (national / local) 
including institutional issues / guidelines for programmatic (not 
project-by-project) implementation.
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Some Adaptation Policies to advocate

(1) to promote ISLWM through established policy tools.

(2) Establishment as priority the partnerships on water in drylands 
and other vulnerable ecosystems: continued support to UN Water 
and other water-related initiatives, including UN-Land.and other water-related initiatives, including UN-Land.

(3) To strengthen the knowledge management on water availability 
in vulnerable ecosystems.

(4) To continue facilitation the development of platforms to 
address adaptation challenges in water management in developing 
countries at local, national, regional and global levels.
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Empowerment and coordination of national priorities: national, 
bilateral, multilateral; financial / technological according to local 
priorities.

Tap into CC finance for adaptation w/o putting aside the mitigation 
issue. Carbon markets on water and soil carbon sequestration.

Continue fostering (regional) dialogues on mobilizing innovative 

The governance issue sustainable implementation of 
adaptation measures to climate change

Continue fostering (regional) dialogues on mobilizing innovative 
resources:services provided by land and water resources, payment 
for environmental services.

Promote local area development programmesfor sustainable 
livelihoods and off-farm income generation (micro-credit, insurance 
and micro-investments) for (water scarce) populations.

Institutional adaptationat local/ national level is a must. 
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Thank youThank you


