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Initially housed in UNESCO’s headquarters in 

Paris, the WWAP Secretariat has been relocated 

to Villa La Colombella, its new headquarters, in 

Perugia, Italy. 

UN World Water Development Report

WWAP produces the triennial United Nations 

World Water Development Report, as well as 

case studies and recommendations resulting 

from the findings of these reports.  The series of 

reports include:

• “Water in a Changing World” (2009)  

• “Water: A Shared Responsibility” (2006)

• “Water for People, Water for Life” (2003)

The fourth edition of the Report will be launched 

in March 2012.

World Water Assessment  
Programme (WWAP)

www.unesco.org/water/wwap

The World Water Assessment Programme 

(WWAP) is a United Nations system-wide 

effort to develop the tools and skills needed to 

achieve a better understanding of the processes, 

management practices and policies that will 

help improve the supply and quality of global 

freshwater resources.  Founded in 2000, WWAP 

is a programme of UN-Water, hosted and led by 

UNESCO.  

The principal objective of the Programme 

is to assess and report on the state, use and 

management of the world’s freshwater resources 

and the demands on these resources, define 

critical problems and assess the ability of nations 

to cope with water-related stress and conflict. Its 

primary product, the United Nations World Water 

Development Report, is produced every three 

years.

Monitoring and Reporting on the State, Use 
and Management of the World’s Freshwater 
Resources

UN-Water, an inter-agency mechanism formally established 
in 2003 by the United Nations High Level Committee on 
Programmes, has evolved out of a history of close collaboration 
among UN agencies. It was created to add value to UN 
initiatives by fostering greater co-operation and information-
sharing among existing UN agencies and outside partners. 

UN-Water strengthens coordination and coherence among UN 
entities dealing with issues related to all aspects of freshwater 
and sanitation. This includes surface and groundwater resources, 
the interface between freshwater and seawater and water-related 
disasters.

A coherent, coordinated approach is clearly required as 
these issues represent some of the most urgent development 
challenges of our time. We must manage freshwater sustainably 
so that everyone has enough water to drink and stay clean 
and healthy; food producers have enough water to satisfy the 
demands of growing populations; industries have enough water 
to meet their needs; and countries have opportunities to secure 
a reliable supply of energy.

In addition, as our world changes, we need to adapt to changes 
in the availability of freshwater and prepare ourselves for 
changes in weather patterns and an increase in both the number 
and severity of water-related disasters.

All of these issues must be addressed in ways that safeguard the 
health of our environment and protect ecosytems. These issues 
are interconnected. The United Nations recognizes that it needs 
to mobilize its resources in an efficient and integrated manner 
to tackle global water challenges and meet the ambitious 
develop- ment and environment targets set by the international 
community. UN-Water was established in response to this need.

Advancing Knowledge for Human Security, 
Peace and Development

United Nations University (UNU)

UNU is a major think-tank for the United 

Nations System. With research and capacity-

building, UNU helps to resolve most burning 

global problems. 

The overarching goal of UNU is to contribute 

to global sustainable development.  That 

is, development which enables present 

generations to live their lives in decency, 

safety, good health and freedom without 

compromising the ability of future generations 

to do the same. 

The University employs an interdisciplinary 

and problem-solving approach. This 

encompasses not only the natural and physical 

science disciplines but also the social sciences 

and humanities.

www.unu.edu

With its unique identity as both a United 

Nations organization and a high-level research 

and teaching institution, UNU contributes 

directly to the advancement of knowledge 

relevant to the role and work of the United 

Nations.

Because of its intellectual independence 

which is guaranteed by its Charter, UNU can 

make these contributions with objectivity 

and integrity. Therefore, UNU presents open-

minded and alternative perspectives on global 

challenges to decision makers and scholars. 

The University comprises UNU headquarters 

in Tokyo, Japan (since 1975) and a worldwide 

network of more than a dozen Research and 

Training Centres and Programmes.

The UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity 

Development (UNW-DPC) is one of four 

programmes of UN-Water. The programme 

was established in 2007 and is hosted by the 

United Nations University at the UN Campus in 

Bonn, Germany. It was established within the 

Decade for Action “Water for Life” 2005-2015.

UNW-DPC seeks to strengthen the ability of 

UN-Water members and partners to support 

Member States in achieving water and 

sanitation related goals and commitments, 

including the Millenium Development Goals. 

Adding Value in Water-Related  
Capacity Development

UN-Water Decade Programme on 
Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)

UN-Water, an inter-agency mechanism 

formally established in 2003 by the 

United Nations High Level Committee on 

Programmes, has evolved out of a history 

of close collaboration among UN agencies. 

It was created to add value to UN initiatives 

by fostering greater co-operation and 

information-sharing among existing UN 

agencies and outside partners.

UN-Water strengthens coordination and 

coherence among UN entities dealing with 

issues related to all aspects of freshwater 

and sanitation. This includes surface and 

groundwater resources, the interface between

freshwater and seawater and water-related 

disasters. UN-Water members currently 

comprise around two dozen UN agencies and 

programmes.

www.unwater.unu.edu



IFAT has the largest number of visitors (120,000 visitors from 170 countries in 2008) and 
the biggest exhibition area (195,000 m2) of all environmental fairs as well as a very high level 
of international participation including visitors from developing countries. UNW-DPC was 
successful in bringing 12 UN Water members and partners together to participate in IFAT for 
the first time and present their activities on water and capacity development in a coordinated 
manner to high level decision-makers and water managers from developing and developed 
countries. 

The following 
organizations will be 
represented at the UN-
Water stand

UN-Water Members:
•	 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
•	 United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
•	 United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
•	 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
•	 United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT)
•	 United Nations University (UNU)
•	 World Health Organisation (WHO)
UN-Water Partners:
•	 International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH)/Federal Institute for Geosciences and 

Natural Resources (BGR)
•	 International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID)
•	 International Hydropower Association (IHA)
UN-Water Programmes:
•	 United Nations World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP)
•	 UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)

The Federal Institute for Geosciences and 

Natural Resources (BGR) has a long-lasting 

experience in supporting its partner countries 

in improving sustainability of groundwater 

management and embedding groundwater 

related aspects into IWRM approaches. 

Together, with networks such as the African 

Groundwater Network (AGW-Net) or 

intergovernmental organisations like the Arab 

Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry 

Lands (ACSAD) capacity building measures 

are carried out to enable the partner countries 

to manage their groundwater resources 

sustainably. 

Training Courses

In cooperation with AGW-Net six regional 

groundwater training courses in an IWRM 

framework have already been conducted (in 

South- and West Africa). 

Capacity Building Activities towards 
Sustainable Groundwater Management

www.bgr.bund.de 

Federal Institute for Geosciences 
and Natural Resources (BGR)

WEAP-MODFLOW Model (www.acsad-bgr.org) 

Training Workshops 

BGR supports ACSAD in the implementation 

and institutionalisation of a Decision Support 

System for manage-

ment, protection 

and sustainable use 

of soil and water 

resources (WEAP-

MODFLOW).

      

Technical Trainings 

Technical trainings in the partner countries mainly 

focus on groundwater protection and IWRM.

 

International Symposium 

In 2008 BGR organized an international 

symposium in Hanover on “Coupling Sustainable 

Sanitation and Groundwater Protection” to 

highlight the problems of groundwater pollution 

due to absent or inadequate sanitation facilities 

in developing countries. 

WEAP
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IHA Mission 

IHA aims to advance sustainable hydropower’s 

role in meeting the world’s water and energy 

needs by: 

• Championing continuous improvement 

and sustainable practices; 

• Building consensus through strong 

partnerships with other stakeholders; 

• Driving initiatives to increase the 

contribution of renewables, especially 

hydropower.

IHA Key Initiatives 

• Sustainability; 

• Energy; 

• Water; 

• Climate Change; 

• Markets and Investment. 

Advancing Sustainable Hydropower 

www.hydropower.org

The International Hydropower Association 

(IHA) addresses the role of hydropower in 

meeting the world’s growing water and energy 

needs as a clean, renewable and sustainable 

technology. With members active in more 

than 80 countries, IHA is a non-governmental, 

mutual association of organisations and 

individuals. Its membership is open to all those 

involved in hydropower.

Formed under the auspices of UNESCO in 

1995, as a forum to promote and disseminate 

good practice and further knowledge about 

hydropower, today IHA has a Central Office 

based in London and a representative office 

in South America. In addition, IHA currently 

has consultative and/or observer status with 

all United Nations agencies addressing water, 

energy and climate change.

International Hydropower 
Association (IHA)

ICID recognizes outstanding contributions/ 

achievements in water saving in agriculture 

by individuals/ organizations from all over the 

world by presenting WatSave Awards annually.

Agricultural drainage has proved to be 

useful in controlling waterlogging and salinity 

and enhancing crop productivity. Presently, 

world over only about 202 million ha (13%) of 

cultivated land has drainage provisions.

Globally 1553 million ha of land is cultivated 

and presently about 288 million ha (18.5%) is 

under irrigation. The irrigated land produces 

about 40% of the world food production and 

provides employment to 60% of the world 

population.

Managing Water for Agriculture

International Commission on Irrigation 
and Drainage (ICID)

The International Commission on Irrigation 

and Drainage (ICID) is the leading scientific, 

technical, professional and not-for-profit Non-

Governmental International Organisation 

(NGO) in the fields of irrigation and drainage. 

It draws together the diverse disciplines and 

professions involved in the planning, design, 

operation, management and development of 

irrigation, drainage and flood management 

works throughout the world. 

ICID identifies and promotes improved 

practices of sustainable agricultural water 

management through a network of over 100 

countries. The Commission holds annual 

international/ regional events on regular basis 

by partnering with UN and other international 

organisations. It also publishes a bi-monthly 

journal “Irrigation & Drainage” and brings out 

technical publications/ position papers from 

time to time.

www.icid.org

Addressing the Water and Sanitation  
Challenge in Urban Areas

United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-HABITAT)

The City Agency of the United Nations, UN-

HABITAT supports member countries in their 

efforts to improve access of poor urban and 

peri-urban communities to sustainable water 

supply and sanitation.  

Programmes 

UN-HABITAT works at a global scale through the: 

• Water for African Cities Programme;

• Water for Asian Cities Programme;

•  Lake Victoria Water and Sanitation 

Programme; 

• Mekong Regional Water and Sanitation 

Programme:

• The Water for Latin American and 

Caribbean Cities programme; and

• The Global Water Operators Partnership. 

Reach

An estimated 2 million people have directly 

benefitted from innovative and community 

driven projects. New approaches demonstrated 

www.unhabitat.org

by UN-HABITAT together with capacity building 

and awareness raising activities are reaching 

out to even larger numbers of people.

Partnerships

UN-HABITAT works in close collaboration with 

government at national, sub-national and 

local levels; service providers; multilateral 

development banks, civil society organisations 

and the business sector.  

Resources

Drawing from its experience on the ground, 

UN-HABITAT has produced manuals, tool-kits 

and other products to provide updated and 

practical guidance on new and sustainable 

approaches to improving access to drinking 

water and sanitation for the poor. The agency 

also publishes triennial global reports on topical 

themes related to urban water supply and 

environmental sanitation. 

Many developing countries are experiencing 

a rising gap between labour-market demand 

in key sectors and the supply of adequately 

trained and qualified professionals. Serious 

skills shortages have emerged within the 

water supply and sanitation sectors. 

The UNESCO-UNEVOC International Centre 

for Technical and Vocational Education and 

Training plays a key role in bridging this 

skills gap and in meeting new labour-market 

demands linked to the introduction of new 

technologies, trades and competencies in 

order to address the need for sustainable 

use of water resources in relation to water 

management, supply and sanitation systems.

 

Through the Network of over 280 UNEVOC 

Centres across UNESCO Member States, 

UNESCO-UNEVOC promotes and supports 

the development of skills and technical and 

institutional capacities in order to enhance 

the quality of life by improving access to safe 

drinking water and sanitation services.

UNESCO-UNEVOC…

… promotes and supports the accessibility 

and quality of TVET for the achievement of 

Education for All.

… supports the reorientation of TVET for 

Sustainable Development.

… strengthens the capacity of the global 

UNEVOC Network.

Education and Training of  Water Technicians
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UNESCO-UNEVOC International Centre for 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training

www. unesco.org/unevoc
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United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

Don’t Let our Future Dry up!

10:00 Welcome and Introduction
Dr. Reza Ardakanian, Director of UNW-DPC
Dr. Zafar Adeel, Chair of UN-Water

10:20 “Examples of institutional capacity development for water management: 
 Lessons Learned” 
 Chairman: Dr. Zafar Adeel, Chair of UN-Water

•	 UNCCD: D.L.D.D. Links with Water Policies on Capacity Development 
Mr. Sergio Zelaya-Bonilla, Coordinator Policy and Advocacy on Global Issues 
and Platforms

•	 UN-HABITAT: “Building Capacities for Up-Scaling Sanitation Solutions – An 
Indian Perspective” 
Mr. Pedro KRAEMER, Regional Director of South Asia, Bremen Overseas 
Research and Development Association (BORDA).

•	 IAH/BGR: “The African Groundwater Network (AGW-net) – An African 
initiative in institutional capacity development” 
Dr. Richard OWEN, AGW-net Manager.

•	 UNECE: “The Protocol on Water and Health” 
Ms. Bettina RICKERT, German Federal Environment Agency (UBA). 

•	 WWAP: “Water management and Institutional Development - Messages for 
stakeholders” 
Dr. Michela Miletto, Deputy Coordinator, World Water Assessment 
Programme (WWAP). 

•	 UNW-DPC: UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development: 
Achievements, Contributions and Perspectives. 
Dr. Hani Sewilam, Programme Officer, UNW-DPC.

11:20 Panel Discussion with the audience on “How to improve effectiveness of  
 institutional capacity development on water”

11:50 Wrap-up and Conclusions

UN-Water Special: UN-Water Seminar on Institutional 
Capacity Development on Water Management, Water 

Supply and Sanitation 

10:00-12:00
Thursday, 16 September 2010 Forum Hall A4

Safe drinking water and improved sanitation 

should not be taken for granted in Europe, 

as a significant number of people in the 

United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE) region, especially in Eastern 

Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, suffer 

from water-related diseases. To improve this 

situation, the Protocol on Water and Health 

was adopted in 1999. 

The Protocol, which entered into force 

in 2005, is the first international legally 

binding agreement linking sustainable water 

management and the reduction of water-

related diseases. To meet these goals, Parties 

should establish national and local targets in 

areas covering the entire water cycle. They 

are requested to take appropriate measures 

for the protection of water resources used as 

sources of drinking water and their related 

water ecosystems, such as ensuring the 

provision of water supply and the efficiency 

of wastewater treatment. With an improved 

monitoring system they will also be able to 

respond to outbreaks or incidents of water-

related diseases. 

The Protocol provides assistance in target 

setting, requires international cooperation and 

also introduces a social component into water 

management. Activities under the Protocol, 

which is jointly serviced by UNECE and WHO-

EURO, cover a wide range of areas, including 

water supply and sanitation in extreme 

weather events, small-scale water supplies and 

equitable access to water. 

Protocol on Water and Health to the  
UNECE Water Convention

United Nations Economic Commission  
for Europe (UNECE)

World Health Organization  
Regional Office for Europe (WHO-EURO) 

www.unece.org/env/water
www.euro.who.int/watsan


