
MEMB E R

About WWAP
The United Nations World Water Assessment 
Programme (WWAP) is hosted by UNESCO, 
and brings together the work of UN-Water 
members and partners in the triennial 
World Water Development Report (WWDR). 
This key UN-Water report provides an 
authoritative overview of the status, use 
and management of today’s world’s 
freshwater resources, and highlights the 
main challenges of tomorrow.

The principle objective of the Programme 
is to assess and report on the state, use and  
management  of  the world’s freshwater 
resources and the demands on these resources, 
define critical problems and assess the ability 
of nations to cope with water-related stress and 
conflict. Its primary product, the United Nations 
World Water Development Report (WWDR), is 
produced every three years.

The fourth edition of the Report (WWDR4), 
launched in March 2012, represents a milestone 
within the series. The WWDR4 directly reports 
from the regions, highlighting hotspots. It 
reports on various challenge areas and has  
been mainstreamed for gender equality, which 
is addressed as a critical issue throughout. 

Reporting on the use and 
management of global 
freshwater resources

www.unesco/org/water/wwap
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The United Nations World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) is hosted by UNESCO and brings together the 

work of 28 UN-Water members and partners in the triennial World Water Development Report (WWDR).

This flagship report is a comprehensive review that gives an overall picture of the world’s freshwater resources. It 

analyses pressures from decisions that drive demand for water and affect its availability. It offers tools and response 

options to help leaders in government, the private sector and civil society address current and future challenges. It 

suggests ways in which institutions can be reformed and their behaviour modified, and explores possible sources of 

financing for the urgently needed investment in water.
The WWDR4 is a milestone within the WWDR series, reporting directly on regions and highlighting hotspots, and it 

has been mainstreamed for gender equality. It introduces a thematic approach – ‘Managing Water under Uncertainty 

and Risk’ – in the context of a world which is changing faster than ever in often unforeseeable ways, with increasing 

uncertainties and risks. It highlights that historical experience will no longer be sufficient to approximate the 

relationship between the quantities of available water and shifting future demands. Like the earlier editions, the 

WWDR4 also contains country-level case studies describing the progress made in meeting water-related objectives.

The WWDR4 also seeks to show that water has a central role in all aspects of economic development and social 

welfare, and that concerted action via a collective approach of the water-using sectors is needed to ensure water’s 

many benefits are maximized and shared equitably and that water-related development goals are achieved.

—

UN-Water is the United Nations (UN) inter-agency coordination mechanism for all freshwater related issues. It was 

formally established in 2003 building on a long history of collaboration in the UN family. It currently counts 29 UN 

Members and 25 other international Partners. UN-Water complements and adds value to existing UN initiatives by 

facilitating synergies and joint efforts among the implementing agencies. See www.unwater.org
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